
2 years

2-3 years

3-4 years

4-5 years

•	 Unconnected and 
unrelated ideas or 
story components.

•	 Topics switch 
frequently and no 
cohesive devices use 
to link ideas.

•	 Story components 
are linked arbitrarily.

•	 Sequence of ideas 
centred around 
character, topic, 
action or setting.

•	 Sequence of logically 
linked or cause-effect 
events.

•	 Starts to include cause 
and effect aspects 
(why?), and information 
about characters, 
characteristics, e.g. 
facial expressions, body 
postures, etc.

•	 Sequence of logically 
linked or cause-effect 
events.

•	 Includes conjunctions 
and, but, and because.

•	 Central character and 
sequence but no true plot.

•	 Stories with central 
character, plot and logical 
sequence of events.

•	 Explanations (e.g. cause-
effect) provided and end 
of story relates to the 
beginning.

5-7 years
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Narrative milestones
Once children can choose which words to say, and combine these to 
make individual sentences, they need to be able to build them into a 
coherent sequence or story. Narrative skills develop as children get 
older and there are typical narrative milestones.
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